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OHBA Safety Pages: Stairs and Walkways 

Stairways and walkways in all businesses can be the cause of injury accidents. 

These passageways may not typically get the maintenance they need, since they 

are "only" access ways and not production areas.   

Here are some safety tips to help eliminate exposures. 

1. Always try to keep one hand free to use the 

handrails, both up and down the stairways.  

2. Keep all stairs and walkways clear of debris and 

potentially slippery substances such as: water, oil, 

grease, ice or snow.  

3. Keep passageways free of tools, equipment and other materials.  Always 

practice good housekeeping in these non-production areas.  

4. When walkways and stairs are provided - use them.  Don't short-cut your 

safety to save a few steps or a few seconds.  Doing so saves no time or 

money if you are injured and cannot work.  

5. Handrails and stair steps can become loose and may need to be re-secured 

or replaced.  Immediately notify maintenance or your supervisor of any 

problems.  

6. Secure electrical cords or hoses so that they do not lie across walkways.  If 

electrical cords must be laid across walkways, use approved cord covers 

whenever possible.  

7. Take small steps on wet and icy walkways. Use handholds to 

stabilize yourself when they are available.  Asphalt and oiled 

surfaces can also be hazardous because rain water may 

produce an oil sheen and create slippery walking conditions.  

Unlike some exposures, slippery walkways or stairway hazards can 

appear without warning. Take action to remedy the problem when 

you see it.  

Because… 

Zero Unsafe Behaviors + Zero Unsafe Conditions = Zero Accidents + Zero Injuries 

 

The information we provide is not intended to include all possible safety measures and controls.  In addition, the safety 

information we provide does not relieve the Business Owner of its own duties and obligations with regard to safety concerns, nor does Signature 

Consulting Services guarantee to the Business Owner or others that the property, job sites and/or operations are safe, healthful, or in compliance with 

applicable laws, regulations or standards.  The Business Owners remain responsible for their own operations, safety practices and procedures and 

should consult with legal counsel as they deem appropriate.     



SAFETY POINTER MEETING GUIDE Topic: Stairs and Walkways 

Project: _________________________________ Address: _____________________________________ 

Employer: _______________________________ Supervisor:  __________________________________  

Date: ________________ Time: ______________________ Shift: _______________________________ 

Number in crew: ________________________   Number attending: _____________________________ 

Safety or Health issues discussed. Include recent accident investigations and hazards involving tools, 
equipment, the work environment, and work practices:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Follow up on recommendations from last safety meeting:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Record of those attending: 

Name: (please print) Signature: Company: 

1.   
2.   
3.   

4.   
5.   
6.   

7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   

11.   
12.   

 

Supervisor’s remarks: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Supervisor: ________________________________________  __________________________________ 
                                                    (Print)                                                                              (Signature)  


